FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – May 8, 2009




NATION’S RECREATIONAL SKI COUNCILS MEET IN GRINDEWALD, SWITZERLAND
GRINDEWALD, SWITZERLAND: The National Ski Council Federation (NSCF) conducted its 2nd Recreational Ski Councils Educational Meeting April 14 and 15th, 2009 in Grindewald, Switzerland, hosted by Switzerland Tourism and SkiEurope. The NSCF, founded in 1998, is a not-for-profit organization made up of ski councils and their respective ski clubs throughout United States. The Federation’s purpose is to strengthen councils, with industry participation so they may better serve ski clubs through improved communication, education and benefits. The Federation conducts active programs in public affairs, communications, council development, racing, ski industry relations and skier outreach. The staff of NSCF was successful in attracting representatives of 15 Councils representing recreational skiers and racers throughout the US. They were joined by ski industry representatives from resorts, Swiss travel agencies, professional industry subject matter experts and the Resort Municipality of Whistler (Vancouver Olympic Organizing Committee). 

Activities over the two day meeting included educational sessions covering the current airline crisis, the status of the mountain travel industry, the impact of winter tourism and a presentation by the Resort Municipality of Whistler/Vancouver Organizing Committee for the 2010 Winter Olympics in Whistler, BC.

The meeting opened with an enlightening brief from John Rae, Manager of Strategic Alliances for the Resort Municipality of Whistler, a principle partner to the Vancouver Olympic Organizing Committee and the International Olympic Committee. John provided an enlightened presentation on the organizational structure and developments leading up to the 2010 Winter Games to be held in British Columbia, Canada. Also presenting to the NSCF group was Ralf Garrison, President of Advisory Group of Denver. Ralf’s presentation focused on strategic marketing for destination resorts and the related infrastructure. A third presentation came from Mr. Bill Tomcich, President of Stay Aspen Snowmass. His comments covered the past and current states of air transportation. The last presenter was Urs Eberhard, Executive Vice President of Markets and MICE and Vice Director of Switzerland Tourism. Urs gave a delightful and very entertaining presentation entitled “Winter-Sports in the Alps – Challenges and Opportunities”. All the presentations were very well received and provided extraordinarily valuable information to the leaders and administrators of the assembled councils.  

The group also enjoyed the hospitality of Switzerland Tourism and Ski-Europe and, after the educational panels, the group dispersed to make personal tours of such scenic spots as Zermat, Crans-Montana and Interlaken. Meeting and tour arrangements were managed by Richard Davidson, Dorothea Rasser and Mirko Cappodanno. Other contributors to this event included the Hotel Belvedere, STS Swiss Travel System/Rail Europe and Jungfrau Railways. 
Officers for 2007-2009 are: President, Mike Sanford (San Diego Council of Ski Clubs); Vice President, Keith Fanta (Chicago Metropolitan Ski Council); Treasurer, Dawn Peterman-Harris (Metropolitan Milwaukee Ski Council); Secretary, Lisa Beregi (Crescent Ski Council). 
The 11th Annual National Ski Council Federation meeting is scheduled for August 2009 at John Ascuaga’s Nugget, Sparks, NV. For additional information regarding the NSCF, please visit www.skifederation.org. 

